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STORE LEAD-IN FIXTURE FOR A PRODUCT DUMP TABLE 



Field of the Disclosure 

The present disclosure is generally directed to product display fixtures 
and equipment and, more particularly, to a store lead-in fixture for a product dump 
table. 

Background of the Disclosure 

For many products, either product display shelves or product hanging 
projections have been used to support and display products in retail stores for 
selection by consumers. This is especially true of the many smaller products that are 
suitable for display, but are not generally self supporting. In addition, it is known to 
use what is generally referred to as a product dump table for visually displaying 
products in an attention drawing manner within a retail environment. 

Product dump tables are typically formed to have a side wall that 
terminates in a top edge. The top edge of the side wall is adjacent a product receiving 
cavity in which products may be placed in quantity so as to be readily visually 
apparent to a customer walking through a retail store. But the side wall of the product 
dump table serves little purpose other than forming the product receiving cavity. 

In most cases, product dump tables are placed in what is generally 
referred to as a power aisle. The power aisle is typically at the front of a retail store 
through which every customer must walk to proceed to other areas of the store where 
specifically targeted items for purchase are located. Thus, the power aisle is a heavy 
traffic location ideal for impulse purchases that greatly enhance profitability. 

In the past, power aisle dump tables have been very successful in 
increasing impulse purchases by customers. The fact that essentially every customer 
of a retail store must pass by power aisle dump tables where such items will be 
visually displayed means that additional profits can be easily derived as a result of 
purchases that would not otherwise have been made by customers had such products 
not been presented to them in this manner. While power aisle dump tables are known 
profit generating equipment, the side walls of such tables have been wasted space. 



In this connection, the power aisle dump tables are typically set up as 
an open top product display usually positioned in an "island" fashion which permits 
the customer to freely walk around them. Thus, while power aisle dump tables are 
highly functional, the side walls of these tables have not been used in any satisfactory 
5 manner to cause further profit generation within the retail environment. 

For the foregoing reasons, there has been a need for a store lead-in 
fixture for a product dump table to maximize profit generation from such equipment. 

Summary of the Disclosure 

10 Accordingly, the present disclosure is directed to a store lead-in fixture 

for a product dump table having a side wall terminating in a top edge adjacent a 
product receiving cavity. The store lead-in fixture includes a support structure to be 
placed in confronting relation to the side wall of the product dump table, a mounting 
structure to be placed in operative association with the top edge of the product dump 

1 5 table, and a presentation structure for visually displaying product on the side wall of 
the product dump table. With this arrangement, the store lead-in fixture can readily 
be placed on and removed from a product dump table to provide for additional 
product display in a high traffic area of a retail store environment. 

In another respect, the support structure preferably comprises at least a 
20 pair of generally vertical frame members disposed in spaced relation so as to be 

placed in contact with the side wall of the product dump table. The support structure 
advantageously further includes a generally horizontal frame member extending 
between and being integrally associated with each of the spaced generally vertical 
frame members. Further, each of the generally vertical frame members preferably has 
25 a top end and a bottom end with the generally horizontal frame member extending 
between and being integrally associated with the top ends. 

In another respect, the mounting structure preferably comprises at least 
one hanger integrally associated with the support structure to hang the store lead-in 
fixture from the top edge of the product dump table. The hanger advantageously 
30 comprises an inverted U-shaped sleeve which is formed to receive the side wall at the 
top edge thereof in closely conforming relation to secure the store lead-in fixture in 
place on the product dump table. Still further, the sleeve is preferably integrally 
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associated with the generally horizontal frame member which extends between and is 
integrally associated with the pair of generally vertical frame members. 

In still another respect, the presentation structure includes at least one 
product display shelf operatively associated with the support structure to project 
5 outwardly of the side wall of the product dump table. The product display shelf of the 
presentation structure advantageously extends between and is operatively associated 
with the pair of spaced generally vertical frame members that comprise the support 
structure of the store lead-in fixture. Still further, the presentation structure preferably 
includes a pegboard surface mounted to the support structure together with at least 
10 one product hanging projection mounted to the pegboard surface. 

In one embodiment, the store lead-in fixture is adapted to be 
removably associated with a power aisle dump table. The power aisle dump table is 
generally rectangular and has a continuous side wall defined by four generally 
perpendicular side wall portions. In this connection, the side wall portions terminate 
15 in a continuous top edge adjacent a rectangular product receiving cavity. 

With this embodiment, the store lead-in fixture includes a pair of 
generally vertical frame members disposed in spaced relation to be placed in contact 
with one of the side wall portions. A hanger is integrally associated with a generally 
horizontal frame member for hanging the store lead-in fixture from the top edge of the 

20 power aisle dump table. The generally horizontal frame member is integrally 

associated with each of the generally vertical frame members adjacent the top edge of 
the power aisle dump table. A product display shelf is mounted on the generally 
vertical frame members to visually display product on the one of the side wall 
portions of the power aisle dump table. Also, the store lead-in fixture includes a 

25 product hanging projection vertically disposed above the product display shelf to 
visually display product on the one of the side wall portions. 

With this arrangement, the store lead-in fixture also may include an 
end panel projecting outwardly of each of the generally vertical frame members in a 
direction away from the side wall portion of the power aisle dump table. 

30 Preferably, the store lead-in fixture includes a pair of hangers each 

comprising a sleeve formed to receive the side wall at the top edge thereof in closely 
conforming relation to secure it in place on the power aisle dump table. Also, the 
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store lead-in fixture advantageously includes a plurality of product display shelves 
and a plurality of product hanging projections removably and adjustably mounted to 
project outwardly of the one of the side wall portions of the power aisle dump table. 
The store lead-in fixture further advantageously includes a pegboard surface 
5 extending between and mounted to the generally vertical frame members together 
with a plurality of product hanging projections removably and adjustably mounted 
thereon. Still additionally, the product display shelves are preferably outwardly and 
downwardly inclined and each include a product-retaining lip extending along an 
outer most edge to visually display and retain product placed thereon. 

10 Other objects, advantages and features of the present disclosure will 

become apparent from a consideration of the following specification taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

15 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a store lead-in fixture for a product 

dump table in accordance with the present disclosure; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken generally on the line 2-2 of Fig. 

1; and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of another store lead-in fixture for a 
20 product dump table in accordance with the present disclosure. 

Detailed Description of the Disclosure 

In the illustrations given, and with reference first to Fig. 1, the 
reference numeral 10 designates generally a store lead-in fixture for a product dump 

25 table 12. The product dump table 12 will be seen to have a side wall 14 which 
terminates in a top edge 16 generally adjacent to a product receiving cavity 18 in 
which products may be suitably displayed. The store lead-in fixture 10 comprises a 
support structure 19 to be placed in confronting relation to the side wall 14 of the 
product dump table 12. The store lead-in fixture also includes a mounting structure 

30 20 to be placed in operative association with the top edge 16 of the product dump 

table 12 for easily removable placement thereon. The store lead-in fixture 10 includes 
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a presentation structure 22 for visually displaying product on the side wall 14 as well 
as in the product receiving cavity of the product dump table 12. With this 
arrangement, the store lead-in fixture 10 can be placed on and removed from the 
product dump table 12 so products can be selectively displayed on the side wall 14. 

5 The support structure 18 preferably includes at least a pair of generally 

vertical frame members 24 and 26 disposed in spaced relation to be placed in contact 
with the side wall 14 of the product dump table 12 (see Fig. 1). The support structure 
18 further includes a generally horizontal frame member 28 extending between and 
being integrally associated with each of the spaced generally vertical frame members 
10 24 and 26. As shown, the generally vertical frame members 24, 26 each have a top 

end 24a, 26a and bottom ends 24b, 26b and the generally horizontal frame member 28 
extends between and is integrally associated with the top ends 24a, 26a. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the mounting structure 20 includes at least 
one hanger 30 integrally associated with the support structure 18 to hang the store 

15 lead-in fixture 10 from the top edge 16 of the product dump table 12. The hanger 20 
comprises a sleeve 32 formed to receive the top edge 16 of the side wall 14 in closely 
conforming relation to secure the store lead-in fixture 1 0 in place on the product dump 
table 12. As shown in Fig. 2, the sleeve 32 is of an inverted U-shape and is integrally 
associated with the generally horizontal frame member 28 extending between and 

20 integrally associated with the generally vertical frame members 24, 26. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, there is a pair of 
hangers 20, each formed of an L-shaped angle secured to the top surface 28a of the 
generally horizontal frame member 28 so that the generally inverted U-shaped sleeve 
32 is defined by the two extending and mutually perpendicular legs 20a, 20b in 
25 cooperation with the side wall-facing surface 28b of the generally horizontal frame 
member 28. 

Referring to Fig. 1 , the presentation structure 22 may include at least 
one product display shelf 34 operatively associated with the support structure 18 to 
project outwardly of the side wall 14 of the product dump table 12. The store lead-in 
30 fixture 10 illustrated in Fig. 1 includes two product display shelves 34, each of which 
extends between and is operatively associated with the generally vertical frame 
members 24 and 26. By providing the generally vertical frame members 24, 26 with a 
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repeating series of slots such as 36, the shelves 34 may be adjustably mounted on the 
frame members 24 and 26 by including conventional mounting structure thereon. 

In this connection, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that 
such conventional mounting structure may comprise a plurality of rearwardly and 
5 downwardly extending projections 38 at each end of the shelves 34 that permit them 
to hang from the frame members 24 and 26 at any vertical position therealong. 

Still referring to Fig. 1, the product dump table 12 which has been 
illustrated has a continuous side wall 14. The continuous side wall 14 may be 
comprised of four perpendicular side wall portions which together define a generally 
10 rectangular product dump table 12. With this configuration, the continuous side wall 
14 terminates in a continuous top edge 16 adjacent the product receiving cavity 18. 

Referring now to Fig. 3, another embodiment of store lead-in fixture 
100 for the product dump table 12 is illustrated. The product dump table 12 may be 
disposed in a power aisle of a retail store, in which case it will be understood to 
15 comprise a power aisle dump table. As shown, the power aisle dump table 12 is 
generally rectangular in shape as previously discussed in connection with Fig. 1. 

More specifically, the power aisle dump table 12 of Fig. 3 has a 
continuous side wall 14. The continuous side wall 14 has four perpendicular side wall 
portions terminating in a continuous top edge 16. As in the embodiment of Fig. 1, the 
20 continuous top edge 16 is adjacent a rectangular product receiving cavity 1 8. 

Referring to Fig. 3, the store lead-in fixture 100 includes a pair of 
generally vertical frame members 124 and 126 disposed in spaced relation to be 
placed in contact with one of the side wall portion of the power aisle dump table 12. 
A hanger 120 is integrally associated with a generally horizontal frame member 128 
25 for hanging the store lead-in fixture 100 from the top edge 16 of the dump table 12. 
As in the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1, the generally horizontal frame member 
128 is preferably integrally associated with each of the generally vertical frame 
members 124, 126 adjacent the top edge 16 of the power aisle dump table 12. 

Also, as in Fig. 1, one or more product display shelves 134 are 
30 mounted on the generally vertical frame members 124, 126 to visually display product 
on the one of the side wall portions of the power aisle dump table 12. However, 
unlike Fig. 1, the store lead-in fixture 100 includes at least one product hanging 



projection 140 vertically disposed above the product display shelf 134 to also visually 
display product. In addition, the store lead-in fixture 100 includes end panels 142 and 
144 projecting outwardly of the generally vertical frame members 124, 126 and away 
from the one of the side wall portions of the power aisle dump table 12. 

5 Preferably, in both embodiments illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3, the store 

lead-in fixtures 10 and 100 include a pair of hangers 20 and 120 each comprising an 
inverted U-shaped sleeve such as 32 formed to receive the side wall 14 at the top edge 
16 thereof in closely conforming relation thereto. It will further be appreciated from a 
consideration of Fig. 3 that the store lead-in fixture 100 preferably includes a plurality 

10 of product display shelves 134 (as was also the case with the embodiment of Fig. 1) as 
well as a plurality of product hanging projections 140 which are all removably and 
adjustably mounted so as to project outwardly of the one of the side wall portions of 
the power aisle dump table 12. Advantageously, the store lead-in fixture 100 includes 
a pegboard surface 146 extending between and mounted to the generally vertical . 

15 frame members 124, 126 in any conventional manner for removably and adjustably 
mounting the plurality of product hanging projections 140 thereon. 

In addition to the foregoing, the product display shelves 134 may be 
removably and adjustably mounted on the generally vertical frame members 124 and 
126 in the manner described in connection with the embodiment of Fig. 1 and, if 
20 desired, the product display shelves 134 can be outwardly and downwardly inclined 
and include a product-retaining lip 148 along an outer most edge which may be 
transparent to visually display and retain product placed thereon. 

While preferred embodiments of the disclosure have been set forth in 
detail in the foregoing description, it will be appreciated that the details herein given 
25 may be varied by those skilled in the art without departing from the true spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. 
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